
Chapter 3: The Classical School of Criminological Thought  

Jeremy Bentham (1748–
1832), one of the seminal 
theorists of the Classical 
and Neoclassical 
perspectives of 
criminology, insisted that 
his body be displayed 
at University College 
London. His preserved 
skeleton, with a wax 
head, sits there still.
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Neoclassical 
School: assumes that 
aggravating and mitigating 
circumstances should 
be taken into account for 
purposes of sentencing 
and punishing an offender.


